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Intended Outcome

Participants will gain knowledge about the new calculation for 
dropout rates and target setting for Part B Indicator 2.
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Agenda

• Differences between Option 1 and Option 2
• Setting new baseline and targets
• Strategies for setting targets for the next 5 years
• New IDC/National Technical Assistance Center on Transition The 

Collaborative (NTACT:C) Indicators 1 and 2 calculator 
• Discussion of Kentucky’s work on dropout rates
• Q and A
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Indicator 2: Dropout Rate

Defined: Percent of youth with individualized 
education programs (IEPs) dropping out of high 
school
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FFY 2020 Measurement of Indicator 2—
Two Options

Option 1: States must report a percentage using the number of 
youth with IEPs (ages 14–21) who exited special education due to 
dropping out in the numerator and the number of all youth with 
IEPs who left high school (ages 14–21) in the denominator. 

Option 2: Use same data source and measurement that the State 
used to report in its FFY 2010 SPP/APR that was submitted on 
February 1, 2012. (Is usually an event dropout rate for students 
leaving school in a single year.)
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Where Do the Indicator 2 Data Come From?

• Option 1: Children With Disabilities (IDEA) Exiting Special 
Education, FS009 

• Option 2: National Center for Education Statistic’s Common 
Core of Data 

File Specification (FS)
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Option 1: Leaver/Exiter Dropout Rate

Dropout Calculation: 3,437 / 13,561 = 25.34%

Number of 
SWD 

dropouts

Number of 
SWD 

regular 
diplomas

Number of  
SWD 

alternate 
diplomas

Number of 
SWD 

reached 
max age

Number of 
SWD 

certificates

Number of 
SWD 

dropouts

9,100 413 0 611 3,437+ + + +

3,437

13,561=

Students with disabilities (SWD)
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Option 2: Annual Event Dropout Rate

Number of 
SWD 

dropouts

Number of 
SWD 

enrolled in
Gr. 9–12

3,437

67,679

Dropout Calculation: 3,437 / 67,679 = 5.08%
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Beginning with the FFY 2021 SPP/APR,
(the 2023 SPP/APR submission)

all states must calculate dropout rates 
using what was formerly Option 1,

a Leaver/Exiter rate formula, using the 
618 Exiting data.
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Explaining the Difference Between Rates

How to explain the increase in dropout rate to stakeholders
• The same number of kids are dropping out 
• The difference is in the size of the denominator in the two 

calculations

Leaver/exiter rate
ALL SWD exiters

Annual event rate
ALL SWD enrolledversus
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Implications of the New Calculation

• Dropout rates will rise in states newly adopting this 
calculation

• States adopting the calculation must set a new baseline
• States adopting the calculation must set new dropout-rate 

targets
• States will have to explain all of this to SEA, LEA, and school 

staff stakeholder groups; parents; and the voting public
• States will need to be proactive about this messaging!

12



New Baseline

Year 1 of using the new calculation will constitute the new 
baseline.

Problem: Can’t make valid comparisons of new exiter rates with 
previous years’ event rates, so target setting is complicated.

Implications: States must set and report new dropout-rate targets 
in the FFY 2020 SPP/APR (due February 2022): BEFORE FFY 2020 
the submission requires use of the new calculation. States now 
using Option 2 can’t just extend their current targets.
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Setting New Targets 

Solution for states now using Option 2: Go ahead and calculate the 
dropout rate for FFY 2020 using Option 1, even though you’re 
reporting with Option 2.

Also, go back a few years and calculate the dropout rate using the 
618 exiting data and the new calculation.

Benefits: This will provide comparable data to inform target setting 
and information for messaging the change in measurement.
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Setting New Targets (cont.) 
• Strategies for target setting 

– Analyze several prior years of data using the new formula
– Bear in mind the effect of COVID-19 in the short term
– If there will be slippage due to COVID-19, adjust targets so you show the 

desired improvement by the end of the SPP 
– Progressive improvement is alright!

• Targets should be
– Reasonable and realistic
– Achievable
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Setting Targets—Considerations
• If the dropout data have not fluctuated, how might this affect the 

rationale for setting new targets?
• Were there LEAs with a large increase or decrease in their 

dropout rate?
• What else do you need to know; what would be helpful to know 

about these data?
– Disaggregate by disability area, race/ethnicity, gender, age, geography, etc.

• Once the target is set, what will you do to help LEAs meet the 
target?
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Tool: Graduation and Dropout Rate 
Calculator
• New Excel tool from IDC and NTACT:C that calculates 

graduation and dropout rates
– Uses 618 data and supports the new measurement of Indicators 

1 and 2 
– Indicates whether the state met or missed the target
– Indicates whether there was slippage 
– Produces bar chart of the rates
– Supports accumulation of data across years

• Coming soon to the IDC and NTACT:C websites
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Kentucky Dropout Data

Amy Patterson
Kentucky Data Manager
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Kentucky’s Indicator 2 Data
• Internal discussions

– Option 1 vs. Option 2
– Trajectories
– Possible baseline and targets
– Look at Indicator 1 + Indicator 2

• Stakeholders
– Suggest Option 1
– Show and explain difference between old and new data
– No state-defined alternate diploma
– Discuss when to select Reached Maximum Age vs. Alternate Diploma
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Kentucky’s Indicator 2 Data (cont.) 
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Kentucky’s Indicator 2 Data (cont.) 
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Questions?
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For More Information

Visit the IDC website 
http://ideadata.org/

Follow us on Twitter 
https://twitter.com/ideadatacenter

Follow us on LinkedIn 
http://www.linkedin.com/company/idea-data-center
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Contact Us

• Matthew Klare, mklare@uncc.edu

• Chris Thacker, chris.thacker@uky.edu

• Amy Patterson, amy.Patterson@education.ky.gov

29

mailto:mklare@uncc.edu
mailto:chris.thacker@uky.edu
mailto:amy.Patterson@education.ky.gov


The contents of this presentation were developed under a grant from the 
U.S. Department of Education, #H373Y190001. However, the contents do 
not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education, 
and you should not assume endorsement by the federal government.

Project Officers:  Richelle Davis and Rebecca Smith 
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