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Purpose 

• Introduce the Recommended Practices (RPs) 
recently updated by the Division of Early 
Childhood of the Council for Exceptional Children 
(DEC) 

• Discuss the application of the DEC RPs in 
improving practices within states’ SSIPs  

• Discuss the use of tools measuring the use of RPs 
in SSIP evaluation 
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Updating the Recommended Practices 

• For over 18 months, a 13-member Recommended 
Practices Commission appointed by DEC guided 
the revisions process with the support of the ECTA 
Center. 

 

• The primary goal of the RPs is to inform and 
improve the quality of services provided to young 
children with or at risk for disabilities or delays and 
their families. 
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Parameters 

• Birth-5 not limited to those eligible for IDEA services 
• “Essential,” “biggest bang,” or highest leverage/impact 

practices 
• Observable, in active voice 
• Not disability specific 
• Can be delivered in all settings, including natural/ 

inclusive environments 
• Should build on, not duplicate, standards for typical 

early childhood settings (e.g., DAP) 
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Parameters 

• Population: young children, birth-5 (through 
kindergarten), who have or are at risk for 
developmental delays and disabilities; not limited 
to those eligible for IDEA services (e.g., children 
with severe challenging behavior) 

• Practices represent the “essential,” “biggest bang,” 
or highest leverage/impact practices 

• Practices represent the breadth of the topic 
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More Parameters 

• Practices are observable. 
• Practices are written in active voice. 
• Practices are not disability specific. 
• Practices can be delivered in all settings, 

including natural/inclusive environments. 
• Practices should build on, but not duplicate, 

standards for typical early childhood settings 
(e.g., DAP). 
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Practice, Practitioner, Research-based 
Practices 
 
Topic Areas 

1. Leadership 
2. Assessment 
3. Environment 
4. Family 
5. Instruction 
6. Interaction 
7. Teaming and Collaboration 
8. Transition 
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DEC Recommended Practices 

• DEC initiative to bridge the gap between 
research and practice 

• Provide guidance to practitioners & families 
about the most effective ways to improve 
learning outcomes & promote development of 
young children (0-5 yrs) who have or are at risk 
for developmental delays or disabilities 

• Used by individuals across a variety of early 
childhood settings 
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Assessment (11) 

–A1. Practitioners work together with the family 
to identify family preferences for assessment 
processes. 

–A3. Practitioners use assessment materials and 
strategies that are appropriate for the child’s 
age and level of development and 
accommodate the child’s sensory, physical, 
communication, cultural, linguistic, social, and 
emotional characteristics. 
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Environment (6) 

–E1. Practitioners provide services and supports 
in natural and inclusive environments during 
daily routines and activities to promote the 
child’s access to and participation in learning 
experiences. 

–E4. Practitioners work with families and other 
adults to identify each child’s needs for 
assistive technology to promote access to and 
participation in learning experiences. 
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Family (10) 

–F3. Practitioners are responsive to the family’s 
concerns, priorities, and changing life 
circumstances. 

–F5. Practitioners support family functioning, 
promote family confidence and competence, 
and strengthen family-child relationships by 
acting in ways that recognize and build on 
family strengths and capacities. 



13 

Instruction (13) 
–INS4. Practitioners plan for and provide the 

level of support, accommodations, and 
adaptations needed for the child to access, 
participate, and learn within and across 
activities and routines. 

–INS13. Practitioners use coaching or 
consultation strategies with primary caregivers 
or other adults to facilitate positive adult-child 
interactions and instruction intentionally 
designed to promote child learning and 
development. 
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Interaction (5) 

–INT2. Practitioners promote the child’s social 
development by encouraging the child to initiate 
or sustain positive interactions with other 
children and adults during routines and 
activities through modeling, teaching, feedback, 
or other types of guided support. 

–INT5. Practitioners promote the child’s problem-
solving behavior by observing, interpreting, and 
scaffolding in response to the child’s growing 
level of autonomy and self-regulation. 



15 

Teaming and Collaboration (5) 

–TC1. Practitioners representing multiple 
disciplines and families work together as a 
team to plan and implement supports and 
services to meet the unique needs of each child 
and family. 

–TC5. Practitioners and families may collaborate 
with each other to identify one practitioner from 
the team who serves as the primary liaison 
between the family and other team members 
based on child and family priorities and needs. 
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Transition (2) 

–TR1. Practitioners in sending and receiving 
programs exchange information before, during, 
and after transition about practices most likely 
to support the child’s successful adjustment 
and positive outcomes. 

–TR2. Practitioners use a variety of planned and 
timely strategies with the child and family 
before, during, and after the transition to 
support successful adjustment and positive 
outcomes for both the child and family. 
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Supporting Implementation Through 
Product Development 
 
ECTA is collaborating with DEC and other early childhood 
projects (DASY, ECPC, IRIS) to develop products that 
support and increase their implementation and widespread 
use for multiple audiences. Products may include: 

• Practice guides 

• Assessments 

• Videos 

• Checklists 

• Modules 
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Practice Guides for Practitioners and 
Families 
• Explain the 

importance of 
practices 

• Illustrate practices 
with vignettes and 
videos 

• How to’s 
• You’ll know it’s 

working when 
• Links to resources 
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Checklists for 
Practitioners and PD 

• Analysis of key 
features and 
components of  
DEC RPs by topic 

• Sub-topic 
conceptual clusters 

• Practice 
characteristics = 
checklist items 
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Where you can find them 
• http://www.decrecpractices.org/ 

• http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices 

 

 

http://www.decrecpractices.org/
http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices
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Group Discussion 

• Has anyone used the DEC RPs in their SSIP work 
to 
• Collect data or stimulate stakeholder discussion 

of current status of provider practices? 
• Determine needs for changes/ improvements in 

practices? 
• Measure changes/ improvements in provider 

practices?  
• How might you do so? 
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Resources/Tools 

•DEC Recommended Practices and 
Resources 
• http://www.dec-
sped.org/recommendedpractices 
• http://decrecpractices.org/ 
• http://ectacenter.org 

 

 

 

http://decrecpractices.org/
http://ectacenter.org
http://www.dec-sped.org/recommendedpractices
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For More Information 

Visit the IDC website  
http://ideadata.org/

Follow us on Twitter 
https://twitter.com/ideadatacenter

http://ideadata.org/
https://twitter.com/ideadatacenter


This presentation was supported by a grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education, #H373Y130002. However, the 
contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the 
Department of Education, and you should not assume 
endorsement by the Federal Government.  

Project Officers:  Richelle Davis and Meredith Miceli  
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